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FROM THEODORE PARKER. 


NA Boston, May 19, 1854, 
Joszpu A. Duapate—Dear Friend: I wish it was in, my power to 
attend the meeting of the Progressive Friends, to which you kindly 
inviteme. But suchare my duties at home that it is quite out of the quege4 
tion. So, instead of my voice, you shall have a few words from my peng 
though I have time for but a few words. ie 
The present age has been marked by a long-continued peace. There 
has been no general or even considerable war in Europe since 1815. A 
of thirty-nine years has not occurred before in Europe since the 
ys of the Antonines, seyenteen centuries ago. One of the consequences 
of this long abstinence from war has been the rapid increase of the num- 
bers and the riches of Europe. There was never so great a progress of 
poweee and of riches in the same time. The energy of the peoplehas °° 
asl n called off from destruction and devoted to the great creative works 
sd ) of life. The military constructions of me were never so small in pro- 
Ne portion to the really useful works—roads of earth or iron, mills, bridges, 
—— shops, &c. Great advances have been made in all departments of ~ 
— | philosophic study. Much has been done for the pablic education of the — 
Wee. pears The change in this matter in Germany, Scandinavia, Hol- .3° 
, France and England, is immense. You see the results every where. 
Re | There has been a great development of mind, This is marked by © 
| two things; ‘first, the dissolution of the old theologies, e secondly, the ~ 
of views of God, man, and the relation be- 
tween God and man. ese two processes go vigorously on in all the 
sects of Christendom, except the Greek Ohurch. Mr. Ronga® movement » 
among the German Catholics is a very hopeful sign of oumjtimes—not @ 
destructive alone but creative. The rise of “ Free ‘Busieties” 
in and among the Germans.in America is full of @icourage- 
ment. In England, also, liberal ideas find a resting-place and a welcome. | }_ 
Historical research destroys the old and dangerous doctrines as to the | 
miraculous origin of the Scriptares and the Church ; inves- 
tigation sweeps away the old notion of miracles; and so a free field will [| ©§ - — 
| be left for the spirit of man to erect a true religion on. Books like that a 
| of Mr. Strauss, which at first might be thought merely destructive, prove ; 
of great service to mankind. They mow down the bushes. } 
) An attempt is now making to separate Religion from the documents 
| connected with religion. Once all Christians said, “‘ The Catholic Church 
is the Religion of Christians.” Then the Protestants separated Christianity 
from the institutions called the Church, and were more religious than 
before. But the Protestants said, “ The Bible is the Religion of Protes- 
tants,” and came under bondage to the Old and New Testaments. Now 
we are to accept all the good of the Bible, because it is good, not because 
it is Biblical, and reject its evil, not because it is Biblical, but because it 
is evil ; and then get all the good we can find every where. | 
So a new Form of Religion will get established. Its Sentiment will 
: ‘be Piety, the Love of God; its Jdea that of the Intinite Perfection of 
who creates with Infinite Wisdom, Justice and Love, and gives the 
Law of Man in the Nature of Man; its Form will be Morality, keeping 
| every Law which God wrote on the Body or in the Soul of Man. The ~ 
| old forms of Religion, with their notions of an imperfect God, mast 
| gradually go to the ground, and gradually a new Form of Religion must" 


i rise up and take their place. We want a Form of Religion which takea 7 
the Universe as a Revelation of God. and in Human Nature finds the Law| ~ 
| for Human Nature, written by the Infinite God. With this Form of \7_ 


. Religion we need fear nothing for superstition or atheism. Philanthropy = 
wee proof of Piety, not superstition the sign of having been “‘con- _ 

k With hearty desires for the success of your noble enterprise, believe 


our friend, 
af PARKER. 
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The following letter from Tuzopore Parker, in reply to the 


munication addressed to him by this Meeting last year,* was read: | 
Montrevx, Switzerland, 25th of Ninth month, 1850. 
‘| To the Progressive Friends in Pennsylvania :— m4 
F Dear Frienps: Your kindly letter of the first of Sixth month, signed by 5 sd 
~» Clerks, Joseph A, Dugdale, Elizabeth Jackson, and Oliver Johnson—persons welfe 
_* known and highly esteemed—reached me but yesterday, for it was long delayed ‘tity 
-,, Paris. Let me now, from a full heart, thank *you for your generous expression oft 
¥ such gympathy and gegard. In these times, when a difference of theological opiti a“ 
.- Pe often hinders all feelings of human brotherhood, your words come to me 

_= full of sweetness and encouragement. How pleasant it is to find Religion withgyg 
> Bigotry, Devotiom'to God with no batred of his children ! a 
_Once I intended and promised to speak also to each of the other gpngregationge 
' of Progressive Friends, but now I think you will mever again hear my voice r 4 
# your Yearly Meetings; for even if I somewhat recover my health, it seems I must: : 
3, hereafter address men only with the and no longer also with the living Ward . 
@. Yet I trust I shall never fail, with what powers I have, to help forward the gitise 
© of Truth and Righteousness, so dear to you all. : on 
I kept sacred the gnniversary of your last Meeting, with devout gratitude ‘for,’ 
the opportunity I twice had of preaching before you what to me is far more dear than 
_)> this earthly, mortal life, for the friendly reception my words found among you,and; ~. | 

» the cheering talk I had with many of you in private. The faces of the men and > 

‘© women I value so much came up before me and peopled the solitude of the gcean I 
a _was then sailing through, adding their human loveliness to the else mere materi : 
~ be of the sea. This year I could not gather with you at your Yearly Meeting; © 
as I present in spirit and joined in your spoken or silent ‘ewe for the Truth — 


toall bumankind. 
Long may the gpirit of Truth and Love, the gpirit of Religion, live in your 
hearts, shedding its gladness and its beauty on your daily lives, while it keeps 
your feet in the paths of zighteousness, and strengthens your hands for every duty 
which God demands of you. 


Believe me, ever faithfully your friend, THEODORE PARKER. 


* To our Well-beloved Friend and Fellow-laborer in the cause of Truth and Righteous- ). 
ness, THEODORE PaRKER, the Pennsylvania Yearly Meeting of Progressive Friends'* 
sendeth greeting : 

As we are about to close our Seventh Annual Convocation, our hearts turn # 
with loving tenderness to thee. We remember with gratitude how thy presence *! 


__ our hearts is, that the voice, which has so often blessed us, may not long be siles 
“) but be again lifted up with new power in behalf of Truth and Righteousness.’ 
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The following Yétter from Parxer, in reply to the cofim 
Munication addressed to him by this Meeting last year, was read: 


25th 
Switserland, 25th of Ninth month, 1859. 
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